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Art

Travels impact her themes
Asensitive and intellectual painter, Sheila

Isham has stayed for long periods of
time with her husband, a foreign service offi-
cer, in Germany,India, Haiti, Russiaand Chi-
na, and those experiences have had an
indelible influenceon her art. The impact has
been primarily spiritual. and has resulted in
the integration of elements from many dif-
ferent cultures.

Images of bulls from Indian temples, the
animated brush strokes of Chinese calligra-
phy and the flora and fauna of Haiti are
melded in her collages and oil paintings.

The large oils of bulls and, occasionally,
people of her BuII Series (1989-1994) are

::n bursting with colors reminis-
,4 cent of the German Expres-

sionists (an early influence
fromherstayinBerlininthe. ... .
'50s) and Gauguin. The SheilaIshams MythicalEscapade.
ancient bull image evokes biblical associations and has a
dreamy atmosphere reflecting, according to the artist, "gen-
tleness and strength simultaneously present."

Although the multicultural influence turned up in Isham's
work Qnlyfor a limited time, her oeuvre retains coherence.

This is shown in the technique of her latest
series. "Mythical Escapade." Here Isham has
collaged pieces cut out from her black-and-
white lithographs of the '70s.These pieces bal-
ance the figurative and the abstract. a quality
that runs throug~alJ of Isham's works.
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